[Clinical features and outcome of pneumonia in patients with lung cancer].
We reviewed our experience with pneumonia in patients with lung cancer over a 14-year period at Kurume University Hospital. We examined the clinical features and significance of pathogenic microbes isolated from sputum in patients with lung cancer complicated by pneumonia. Many investigators have noted that patients with squamous cell lung cancer tend to contract pneumonia more readily than patients with cancers of other histopathological types. Our review, however, disclosed no significant differences among histopathological types. Bacteriological examinations of sputum revealed the frequent involvement of Staphylococcus aureus, Enterococcus faecalis, and various gram-negative organisms (e.g., Pseudomonas, Acinetobacter, Enterobacter, and Klebsiella species) that are known to be causative agents of hospital-acquired infection. Beta-lactam and CLDM were less effective. Carbapenem used alone as the second regimen of treatment for lung cancer patients with pneumonia was found to be as effective as combination therapy with beta-lactam and aminoglycoside. However, more detailed investigations (e.g., randomized prospective studies) will be needed to identify suitable antibiotics against pneumonia in patients with lung cancer. We concluded that it will be necessary to evaluate the clinical features and outcome of pneumonia in lung cancer patients in order to provide more effective treatment.